
























































































Charles K. Blandin Foundation
EIN: 41-6038619

Tax Year ending December 31, 2018 

FORM 990-PF, PART IX-A, SUMMARY OF DIRECT CHARITABLE ACTIVITIES

The Charles K. Blandin Foundation (the Foundation), incorporated under the laws of 
Minnesota, stands with rural Minnesota communities as they design and claim 
ambitious, vibrant futures.  One of only a handful of private U.S. foundations, Blandin 
Foundation awards grants, provides community leadership training programs, and 
engages community leaders to address challenges and opportunities unique to rural, 
places and peoples persistently underserved and marginalized.  The Foundation 
operates throughout rural Minnesota, especially in the Grand Rapids area where it has 
agreed to distribute a minimum of 60% of its grants paid over a six-year rolling period.

1. Community Leadership Development

For more than 30 years, the Foundation has offered leadership training to more
than 7,626 community leaders in 586 rural Minnesota communities and
reservation communities through our community leadership training programs.

The Blandin Community Leadership Program (BCLP), a unique nationally-
recognized program, builds competencies in three major areas: (1) framing
opportunities and challenges that lead to effective action, (2) building social
capital for collaboration and resource sharing, and (3) mobilizing a critical mass
of resources to achieve specific outcomes.  The program is designed for
community cohorts that reflect diversity of their community from all walks-of-life.
An intensive residential retreat and ongoing workshops train leaders in
communications, conflict management, networking and stakeholder analysis.

The Blandin Reservation Community Leadership Program is a core leadership
program.  It provides learning within the framework of Native American cultures.
It focuses on leaders’ personal strengths and community assets they can rely on
and grow forward from. We have had 680 reservation leaders participate in this
program.

Leadership in Ethnically Diverse Communities (LEDC) – This program is
designed to develop the leadership capacity in ethnically diverse rural
communities for the purpose of building intentional inclusiveness. We have had
698 community leaders participate in this program.

Leaders Partnering to End Poverty (LPEP) – a program designed for rural
Minnesota community members of all income levels who are engaged,
passionate, and committed to removing barriers for those in poverty. We have
had over 463 community leaders participate in portions of this program.

There were 189 community leaders from 16 communities who were involved with
the core BCLP program in 2018, six reservation communities with 49 leaders
trained through the Reservation Community Leadership Program, one



community and 30 leaders trained through the Leadership in Ethnically Diverse 
Communities, and one community and 43 leaders trained through Leaders 
Partnering to End Poverty. 

Total cost to operate the Blandin Leadership Programs in 2018 was $2.6 million.

2. Public Policy and Engagement
Part of strengthening rural Minnesota is helping assure rural perspectives are 
well represented in public discourse.  The Foundation, with partners, convenes 
and participates in public policy conversations on issues most important to the 
health of rural Minnesota communities.  The Foundation currently has four focus 
areas: broadband, supporting students’ success, early childhood quality and 
quantity of care, and a fair and complete 2020 Census. 

High-speed Internet, or broadband, today is indispensable infrastructure for 
thriving communities. Since 2003, the Blandin Community Broadband Program 
has engaged at local, state and federal levels to inspire, inform and support local 
leaders in planning for broadband-enabled futures.  Blandin Foundation also has 
been invited to share its long experience and deep knowledge as part of public 
policy work regarding rural broadband. 

Supporting students’ success, starting with early childhood - A strong start in life 
– education, nurturing, discovery, growth, work – sets the foundation and 
direction for the lives of individuals and communities alike.  Blandin Foundation 
partnerships are focused on the success of all students and assist people, 
particularly those in Itasca County, Minnesota, who seek opportunities that 
enhance their lives, their children’s lives, and their community as a whole.

A fair and complete 2020 Census is a bedrock of American society and 
constitutionally mandated. Too often, rural peoples and other marginalized 
populations are under-represented, which has implications for commerce, 
community development and governmental representation. Blandin Foundation is 
engaged specifically within Minnesota.

Total cost to operate Public Policy and Engagement in 2018 was $1.1 million.

3. Grants and Scholarships  
The Foundation partners with community-focused organizations that support 
rural Minnesota communities as they build healthy communities. A minimum of 
60% of grants are targeted to the Itasca County local giving area, with the 
balance used to support initiatives in other parts of rural Minnesota. To be eligible 
for a Foundation grant, organizations must be located in Minnesota, be a 
501(c)(3) organization, unit of government or education, and propose projects 
that align with the Foundation’s mission and focus areas of:

Itasca County Area Vibrancy We support work that helps meet the economic, 
social, physical, cultural and spiritual/wellness needs of Itasca-area residents. 

Rural Community Leadership Grants support community leaders as they think 
holistically and act collaboratively on systems-level (embedded policies or 



practices that perpetuate community inequities) issues they have identified as 
critical to the health and resiliency of their community.

Expand Opportunity Grants support projects that improve and align education, 
entrepreneurship, quality employment and innovations to expand opportunity for 
every community member.

Scholarships are awarded in the local giving area, focused on improving 
educational attainment of disadvantaged populations. Each year, hundreds of 
students from Itasca County, Minnesota, area schools are awarded need-based 
scholarships to continue their education at community college, college or 
university, trade schools and certificate programs throughout the United States.  
More than 20,345 area youth have received scholarships totaling more than 
$24.9 million since 1956.

The Blandin Foundation paid out over $11.5 million in grants and scholarships in 
2018 and the cost to operate the Grant Making program totaled $1.3 million for 
2018. 



Charles K. Blandin Foundation
EIN: 41-6038619

Tax Year ending 12/31/18 

FORM 990-PF, PART XV, SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION, LINE 2

A. Applications should be emailed to grants@blandinfoundation.org. Email grant application 
submissions are preferred. If no access to email, applications should be addressed to:
Blandin Foundation
100 N Pokegama Avenue
Grand Rapids, MN 55744
Telephone #218-326-0523 or 877-882-2257  

B. Information and materials which should be included: 

For grants, complete applications are based on certain parameters and consists of the 
following:

Over $50,000:  Applications due March 15, June 15, September 15 and December 15.  A 
complete application consists of the following:  1) completed, signed proposal summary form 
(the first two pages of the application). 2) proposal narrative; 3) organization budget; 4) 
project budget (n/a if you have been invited to submit a proposal for operations funding); 5) 
audited financial statements, if available, and a list of board members (or link to website)

$10,000 to $50,000:  No deadline.  However, larger grants in this category may be 
recommended for trustee review.  A complete application is the same as proposals over 
$50,000. 

$1,001 to $10,000:  No deadline.  A complete application consists of the following:  1) 
completed, signed proposal summary form (the first two pages of the grant application); 2) 
explanation of the project; 2) project goals; 3) project budget; and 4) optional attachments.

Blandin Leadership Program Grants:  No deadline, with awards up to $5,000.  A complete 
application consists of the following:  1) application form; 2) key contact; 3) fiscal agent 
contact information; 4) project summary; and 5) budget.

Itasca County Area Community Donations:  No deadline and awards range from $100 to 
$1,000.  A complete application consists of the following:  1) email request or application 
form with key contact information/fiscal agent information; 2) project summary. 

For education grants: The deadline to apply is March 1 of the current year for fall 
disbursement.  Application forms can be secured from the Blandin Foundation headquarters 
located at 100 North Pokegama Avenue, Grand Rapids, MN, 55744 by written request, in 
person, or by telephone request at 218-326-0523. Education grant applications may also be 
downloaded from the Foundation’s website and may be submitted via an on-line portal that is 
accessible at blandinfoundation.org. The applicant must complete the Free Application for
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) and send a copy of the Student Aid Report (SAR) to the 
Blandin Foundation.  A copy of the student’s federal tax return and parents (for dependent 
students) form 1040, 1040A or 1040EZ must also be included with the application, if they 
filed.

C. Restrictions or limitations on grants such as by geographical areas, charitable fields, kinds of 
institutions, or other factors:

Education grants are limited to recent graduates (under 25 years of age as of September 1 of 
the effective school year) of an Itasca County School District, Hill City, Remer, Blackduck,



Bug-O-Nay-Ge-Shig, Northern Lights Community School, or Northome, MN, and home-
schooled students who would have graduated from one of the eligible high schools. No 
limitations as to fields or instruction of institution.  Colleges and universities must be in the 
United States and recognized as an accredited institution by the U.S. Department of 
Education.

For grants:  Eligibility is extended to 501(c)(3) organizations or governmental units located in 
the following two areas (1) Grand Rapids/Itasca County, MN; and (2) State of Minnesota for 
projects focusing on rural Minnesota communities

Please refer to our web page at blandinfoundation.org for the most current information and 
requirements or any other questions pertaining to our Education Grants Program.
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Please refer to Statement 19 for a narrative regarding the Foundation's charitable operating programs.

FOOTNOTES:








































































































































































